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■How are you doing these days? 
I’ve been working hard on my graduate research.  I read a lot of 
theses.  It takes time to understand unfamiliar terms and 
research results that are difficult to interpret, but I feel rewarded 
when I can utilize my skills and knowledge, and obtain new 
findings. 
Last year all the seminar activities are held online, and I felt a 
little bit uncomfortable with somewhat strained conversation and 
restricted communication environment.  

From April 2021, however, I can visit my laboratory and talk 
with friends and professors.  I’m feeling much better now!  

 
■Is there anything you are worried about? 
I am concerned that sharing small things is becoming difficult.  I realized that I often got 
inspiration or something unexpected in passing conversation.  Now I value spending time 
with friends on line.  I sometimes share job hunting information with them.  I can refresh my mind from chatting! 

 

■Could you recommend some websites, videos, etc., that you enjoy at home?  
I enjoy watching movies at home. There are a lot of video streaming services, and each one has its specialty. I 
thoroughly examined them and chose the highly satisfactory services. I love watching action films at full volume, 
so I use headphones and enjoy their gripping scenes as loud as I want. 

 
■Could you send a message to international students?  
Have you ever heard of ISL? I am a representative of ISL, 
a student organization offering services for international 
students who need supports.  For several years we have 
listened to international students’ problems and organized 
many events for promoting exchange between 
international and Japanese students.  Since 2020, 
however, our activities have been limited due to the 
coronavirus outbreak. We needed to explore many ways to 
continue our services. 
Currently we are preparing for new activities in 
consideration of infection prevention. If you have any 
troubles or concerns, please contact us.  You can see 
what we are and what we did at our SNS. We will post 
event news soon, so please have a look! 

 
ISL Twitter: @ynuisl 
 

 
 

 

Have a break 

The 9th Runner 
Ms. Ayumi SAKURABA  

(Japan)  

Let’s Cheer Up! Relay Talk 

If you LOVE talking and writing, here is a 
good place to share:)  Write to us at 
isc2020.talk ’AT gmail.com!  (’AT  → ＠)  

Thanks and stay safe! 

*The original text in this page 
 was written in Japanese. 
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